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The World Tourism Organisation defines sustainable development as responsible tourism, a kind of 

tourism that respects the needs of the environment and the people living there as well as the local 

economy and visitors. It addresses the need for local communities to shape their own identity in order 

to apply the values and uniqueness of the environment in which they live and work to tourism 

development. 

 

Sustainable development is based on four aspects:  

- The economic aspect aims to ensure the competitiveness of tourist destinations and 

businesses so that they can thrive and reap long-term benefits. 

- The environmental aspect aims to reduce air, water and land pollution, reduce waste, 

enhance the quality and the character of the landscape, and protect and conserve nature, 

plants and animals. 

- The socio-cultural aspect aims to improve the quality of life in local communities, to enhance 

and respect cultural and historical heritage as well as the diversity of tourist destinations and 

tradition. 

- The climate aspect strives to reduce the impacts of tourism on the climate and increase the 

adaptation of tourism to climate change. 

 

 

In 2018, the Municipality of Postojna joined the commitment to sustainable tourism development 

and entered in Green Scheme of Slovenian Tourism, which brings together all efforts for sustainable 

tourism development in Slovenia under the umbrella brand Slovenia Green. By obtaining the Silver 

Label, the Municipality of Postojna has joined those Slovenian destinations that are implementing and 

promoting sustainable tourism, and therefore creating a positive impact on the natural environment, 

the local community and the economy.  

Since the Municipality of Postojna was rewarded with the Slovenia Green Silver Destination label, its 

focus has been on implementing sustainable activities which in turn promote the development of 

green tourism. When launching new projects and tourism products, the objectives set out in the 

Tourism Development Strategy of the Municipality of Postojna 2018 – 2023 and the Green Karst 

Tourism Strategy 2021 – 2027 are pursued, while we also strive to adapt our development to the 

changes in tourism resulting from the pandemic.  
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From 2019 to 2021 we have implemented a number of measures under the Green Scheme of 

Slovenian Tourism, which follow the guidelines of sustainable development. One of the sustainability 

activities was the active involvement of our business partners, suppliers, residents and visitors in good 

practices and habits.   

We have committed to a green future and signed the Postojna Municipality Sustainability 

Commitment, as we aim to operate in an environmentally, socially and economically successful 

manner. Our aim is to follow and promote good sustainable practices, to reduce the environmental 

impact of all our activities, to provide working conditions that promote healthy lifestyles for our 

employees, and to help our citizens and partners to do the same. 

Caring for the environment and promoting the expansion of the sustainability programme are also 

integral parts of professional activities and management of the municipal administration, and we are 

committed to implementing them and inviting our business partners, suppliers, residents and visitors 

to adopt good practices and habits.  
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1. EDUCATION AND TRAINING  

In the municipality of Postojna, all participants are encouraged to make the transition to a green 

economy. We therefore 

- organise thematic trainings and workshops for tourism providers, guides, associations and 

other participants.  

- The section Moja zelena občina (My Green Municipality) on the website www.visit-

postojna.si contains tips on how to get around the city without a car, how to take care of the 

environment without using plastic materials, how to take care of trees, and how to treat water 

sources responsibly. Moreover, we regularly inform the professional public about our 

achievements in the field of sustainable development.  

- Our focus is on young citizens (kindergarten and school children), who we aim to introduce 

with important topics such as rubbish sorting, recycling, care for water and the environment 

by providing animated films, books, games, and creative workshops. https://www.visit-

postojna.si/si/moja-zelena-obcina/veliki-koraki-mladih-obcanov 

 

 

 

 

https://www.visit-postojna.si/si/moja-zelena-obcina/veliki-koraki-mladih-obcanov
https://www.visit-postojna.si/si/moja-zelena-obcina/veliki-koraki-mladih-obcanov
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THREE PROVIDERS WITH ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATE IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF POSTOJNA 

In the last two years, three tourism providers in our municipality have been awarded an environmental 

label: Notranjska Museum Postojna, Hotel Center Postojna and Guesthouse Mirjam. 

 

 

                                                             Guesthouse Mirjam in Razdrto 

 

 

Notranjska Museum Postojna                    Hotel Center Postojna 

 

The Municipality of Postojna encourages event organisers to move towards a green economy. 

Therefore, guidelines and materials are being prepared for both organisers of smaller events and 

those organising recurring events taking place on multiple days. We will also find opportunities to re-

use waste, and in the end, along with suppliers, we will look for waste prevention possibilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

2. SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY 

 

 

In Postojna there is an urban passenger transport system called FURMAN. There are three routes 

operating in the city which are free to use, as the transport service is fully financed by the municipality. 

Furman has a beneficial role for the society, as it provides mobility for those residents who cannot use 

other forms of transport (senior citizens, children and people without their own car).  

In addition to urban public transport, the Municipality of Postojna along with the Sopotniki Institute 

also provides free transport to the city for the elderly from the surrounding villages.    

Charging stations for electric cars have also been set up in three locations. 

 

Hiking and cycling trails of different lengths, difficulties and types of routes (road bike, mountain bike) 

have been developed and accompanied by descriptions of the key experiences or tourism products 

along each cycling route, the level of difficulty and the estimated optimal time for the experience. 

 

There are six pedestrian signs in the city indicating the walking time to each point in the city. 



7 
 

 

Sustainable mobility measures aim to promote walking, cycling, and the use of public transport and 

other alternative forms of sustainable mobility in the local environment at the expense of reducing 

private transport. 

 

 

 

3. AVAILABILITY 

The Municipality of Postojna is aware of the barriers that people with disabilities experience and, as 

part of the reconstruction of Tržaška cesta in Postojna, it has been consulted with representatives of 

associations for people with disabilities to learn about everyday issues and to take the proposed 

solutions into account while reconstructing the road. Professional services are also looking for 

solutions in other areas and are striving to improve the living conditions for people with disabilities 

(ramps, lifts, single-level surfaces, defibrillators, signs for the visually impaired, interpreters for the 

hearing-impaired, etc.).    
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4. PROJECTS  

Care4Climate - REDUCING THE CARBON IMPACT OF TOURISM IN POSTOJNA 

The Municipality of Postojna, together with Umanotero and Focus Association, has been 

implementing the programme of REDUCING THE COSMIC IMPACT OF TOURISM. An analysis of climate 

change in the municipality of Postojna until the year 2070 and its impact on tourism has been 

prepared and presented to decision-makers in the municipality. The analysis serves as a crucial 

information source and encourages activities to raise awareness. 

A plan for pilot carbon footprint measuring i.e. a strategy for measuring and minimising the carbon 

footprint of target visitor groups is being prepared. The strategy will identify the main sources of 

greenhouse gas emissions, which will form the basis for the planning of the measures to reduce them. 

Kras.re.Vita - IMPROVING THE CONDITION OF ENVIRONMENTALLY MOST IMPORTANT PARTS OF 

MEADOWY AND MARSHY AREAS OF THE PLANINA POLJE 

Various measures will be taken directly on the ground to improve the condition and revitalise the 

cultural landscape. The most sensitive parts of the project area will also be relieved of visitor pressure, 

and the habitat types of three species of fauna and flora will be taken care of by establishing regular 

management of the agricultural land: the corn crake, the barred warbler, the Italian crested newt, and 

the amethyst meadow squill.   

 

Grevislin Project – WALKING TRAIL BY THE PIVKA RIVER 

The aim and objective of the project is to strengthen the ecosystem management and biodiversity 

restoration through green infrastructures and ecosystem services. A 760-meter walking trail along the 

Pivka River has been created, leading hikers along the water through a recreationally attractive 

riverside area of the Natura 2000 site with a varied landscape. 
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SOVIČ: A SUBURBAN FOREST WITH A VIEW  

The aim of the urban forest on Sovič was to create conditions for a sustainable and innovative 

approach for raising awareness among the entire population about the importance of including 

vulnerable groups in society, the importance of interconnecting with each other, of protecting the 

environment and of adapting to climate change.  

The revitalisation of the HAASBERG PARK OF EDEN provided a cultural and educational space in 

nature for organizing events. 

 

A FISHING TOURISM PRODUCT has been developed which will connect all the providers in the LAS 

area, while at the same time the tourist infrastructure in the location of the lakes in the municipality 

of Ilirska Bistrica has been improved. 

Culinary and sensory parks are innovative public spaces that link intergenerational provision of 

sustainable culinary and sensory space in a sustainable, meaningful and modern way. One of the 

objectives of the project was to raise awareness and educate the population about the importance of 

local food and sustainable development. 

 

 

5. GREEN EXPERIENCES 

The counterbalance to mass tourism are green, boutique experiences: BEAST WATCHING (bears, lynx, 

wolves) and observation of wildlife in our forests. 
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The Postojna municipality is a true gem for all those who want to spend their free time in an active 

way by cycling or hiking. The beautiful nature and the underground world that adorn our landscape 

offer unique opportunities for relaxing and spending free time in nature. Guests can choose forest 

trekking, while cave trekking is recommended for cave lovers. 

 

NETWORK OF LOCAL PROVIDERS 

In recent years, various activities have been carried out to encourage small local providers to link up 

and to promote themselves together: https://www.visit-

postojna.si/si/files/default/Katalog%20ponudnikov%20Ob%C4%8Dine%20Postojna.pdf 

 

 

6. CARE FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE  

DIGITISATION OF THE RAVBAR TOWER IN PLANINA - INNOVATIVE CONSERVATION OF CULTURAL 

HERITAGE 

In addition to the 3D model, a reconstruction of the supposed appearance of the 17th-century Small 

Castle was produced based on the facts known so far. This will help digitally enriched experiences of 

selected immovable cultural heritage units to be accessible to a wider public. 

https://www.visit-postojna.si/si/files/default/Katalog%20ponudnikov%20Ob%C4%8Dine%20Postojna.pdf
https://www.visit-postojna.si/si/files/default/Katalog%20ponudnikov%20Ob%C4%8Dine%20Postojna.pdf
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LOCAL CRAFTS AND TRADES - HERITAGE AND MODERNITY - THE OZBIČ BARBER AND HAIRDRESSING 

SALON WITH A HOUNDRED YEAR OLD TRADITION IN POSTOJNA 

There is a long tradition of barbers and hairdressers in Postojna, and we decided to renovate the salon 

of the legendary barber Janko Ozbič as well as to revive the story of the barbershop. The salon has 

become a living museum where the past and the tradition meet the present and its new trends. In 

addition to the salon where guests can experience a unique treatment, there is a social space on the 

ground floor with a permanent ethnographic exhibition that enriches the cultural life of the town. 

 

 

ADRENALINE RUSH OF LEGENDS AND STORIES ON A BIKE - BE A LEGEND 

The legendary cycling adventure takes place on the existing "Castle Cycling Route" and the almost 60-

km cycle route follows the paths of medieval knights and six medieval castles (Haasberg and Ravbar's 

Tower, Predjama Castle, Orehek Castle, Prestranek Castle and Adelsberg Castle in Postojna). The 

experience is complemented by the expert guidance of a bicycle tour guide, a map with descriptions 

of the natural and cultural sites along the route, as well as a catering and overnight accommodation 

offer. Cyclists can also download gpx coordinates to their mobile device. 
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The revival of the existing "Castle Cycle Route" and the connection of the five pump tracks (innovative 

cycling) would achieve a harmonious integration of local history, cultural and natural heritage, and the 

modern world. At the same time, it would connect different local communities, rural and urban, young 

and old.  

Various cultural, sports, educational and awareness-raising activities are carried out along the Castle 

Cycle Route to present local history, legends and stories and to raise awareness of a healthy lifestyle 

and the importance of protecting the environment and nature, including from a tourism point of view.  

The route also brings together various local providers: from hosts and caterers to other tourism 

participants) who offer local delicacies to visitors, recreationalists and travellers, establishing a link 

between legends and the modern world, a link between the countryside and the city. 

 

We plan: 

- THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY CENTRE where various activities and 

services would be provided to support and promote sustainable mobility.  

- THE CONSTRUCTION OF 12 KM OF NEW CYCLE PATHS  

- A CYCLING CHAIN in the countryside, the installation of additional bicycle parking facilities, 

and the purchase of additional electric bicycles.  

With this project, the Municipality of Postojna aims to improve conditions for cyclists and to promote 

and encourage the development of cycling, which will directly contribute to the development of a 

sustainable and energy-efficient, health and environmentally friendly way of transport in the city. 

 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, RESPONSIBLE DEVELOPMENT 

In Postojna, we begin by reducing the carbon footprint of tourism 

An analysis of climate change in the municipality of Postojna has been prepared and a plan for a pilot 

measurement of the carbon footprint is in the making. A lot of attention will be paid to raising 

awareness among different participants about climate change and measures to reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions, as well as to motivate them to take a more active role in decision-making on common 

issues in local communities. 

Based on the feedback and suggestions from the wider public, further activities will be prepared to 

pursue the goal of Municipality of Postojna to become a green, active and healthy destination. In 
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Postojna we are aware that climate change is already affecting the competitiveness of the tourism 

offer and are causing significant changes in tourism flows. Those destinations and providers that 

actively protect the environment will have a significant competitive advantage, while at the same time 

providing a higher quality of life for the local community. 

 

 

 

https://www.visit-postojna.si/si/imagelib/source/default/OE_Turizem/FOTO/Zeleni%20koti%c4%8dek/Blatnik_Planinsko%20polje_2018.JPG

